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RII)ING THE

journey across the Silk Route has left an
Indeliblemarkontheseﬁvebukersfromaroundmeworld

The bikers travelled through Mangaluru, Bengaluru, Mysuru, Kochi, Kanyakumari,
Madurai, Tiruchy, Puducherry, and finally reached Chennai on Thursday

Veena Mani ‘ ‘ Brothers, clocked 3,000 km
through the spice é:orrido;
riders across west and sout!

ikers from across the The India.
globe met in Chennai Through their journey,
for the grand finale of the these bikers met and inter-
a ten-day biking event entire tour acted with bikers from
organised by the Big Biker and Mh those states. For some like
Commune. Five bikers from Karolis, Indian conditions
countries India, Ireland m‘” d  weredifferent from what he
and the USA had biked section  was used to, and while he
along the spice route of In- of bikers. has been to even the coldest
dia along the west coast for ~ _arn kumar,  SPOt on Earth, namely, Oy-
ten Big Biker myakon in Russia, he found
They travelled through Commune Indian conditions to be hot.
Mangaluru, Bengaluru, “We wanted to give the lo-

Mysuru, Kochi, Kanyakumari, Ma-
durai, Tiruchy, Puducherry, and final-
ly reached Chennai on Thursday.

Declan McEvoy, Karolis Mieliaus-
kas, Deepak Kamath, Veena Shetty,
Mandeep Merwah and Simas Sumin-
skas were the riders who completed
the trip.

The Spice Route Odyssey is a first-
of-its-kind ride by Big Biking Com-
mune, one of the largest aggregator
platforms for the motorcycle commu-
nity in India, under their ‘World on
‘Wheels’ rides programme. The bikers’
meet was held at the Haddows Club in
Nungambakkam with the par-
ticipation of more than 100
bikers from different bike
clubs as well as solo

riders. The en
ride, helg‘l:
A oration
with Royal
L e

cal biking community a flavour of in-
ternational rides. With the Spice
Route Odyssey, we brought the
names in the international biking
community to their experiences
and motivate the local bikers to think
of biking beyond borders, to step out
of the comfort zone and explore the
world, The riders thoroughly enjoyed
the entire tour and got to experience
a varied sectipn of bikers as
as local culture along
the route,” said Arun
Kumar, convener of
the Big Biker
Commune.
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KV Navya

hat I like about India
lu its spicy food and
wlth their eyes. It
makes me want to come
back to this place again and
again,” says celebrated bik-
er, Karolis Mieliauskas, one
of the five riders who took
part in the India Spice Ride.
He was at Taj Coromandel to
share experiences about his
ride and build awareness on
minnlnm( heullh.
from Goa to

Chﬂnn.li. of 3,000
kilometres in ten days
through Mangaluru, -
ury, Cochin, Kanyakumari,
Ievotrits lace amons this
te among this
be Kanyakumari.

Previously, Karolis
 took on some:

including
a trip

Bengalu'ustrnfﬁctodmngh\toﬂlekrabanSea.
shares his rite experiences in India

around the world in 40 days,
ride to Oymyakon in Russia,
the coldest place on earth
and solo motorcycle chal-
lenge across the world's
deepest lake, Baikal in
Russia.

He chose Royal Enfield
Himalayan for India Spice
Ride and said, climate and
traffic were two major chal-
lenges he faced in this trip.
“Every day would begin in
an extremely sunny condi-
tion, then it would turn hu-
mid followed by heavy rain.
The climate and tempera-
ture were fluctuating contin-
uously. We could not stop,
because we had to finish
1mokumnezm inten days,”
he sai
M’l‘nlklng about the traffic,

es was particularly

Sharing details of his fit-
ness regimen, he said, "My
profession demands a cer-
tain level of physical fitness
and mental sharpness as my
adventures take me through

- T

L%

T 2 ARG

difficuit terrains under ex-
treme weather conditions. I

me maintain my daily enr-
gy and performance levels.”
Do these supplements
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hen we met this group of

motorcyclists ata Chennai

club over the weekend, they
were brimming with stories and an-
ecdotes. They came from different
places and had different
but their passion for biking brought
them all together: Declan McEvoy (Ire-
land), Karolis Mieliauskas (Lithua-
nia), Deepak Kamath and Veena
Shetty (Bengaluru), and Mandeep
Merwah (Gurugram) had just clocked
a 3000-km ride and told us that the
10-day ride was an experience of a
lifetime.

The Spice Route Odyssey, as they
called it, started from Goa on No-
vember 5, and took the bikers through
Mangaluru, Bengaluru, Mysuru,
Kochi, Kanyakumari, Madurai,
Trichy and Puducherry before con-
cluding in Chennai. “The motorcy-
cling culture in India is on a rise. We

wanted to bring the local biking com-
munity closer to international riders
so that exchange of ideas and expe-
rience could happen,” said Arun Ku-
mar, convener of Bi&k_mg Com-
mune that

Veena, who led the team for two
days from Goa, added, “The chal-
lenging route was from Mangaluru
to Bengaluru because the Shiradi
Ghats were totally damaged due to
rains and there were landslides, too.
So, we took the Charmadi Ghat, which
sees heavy traffic and off-roading, and
it delayed the plan. The Kerala roads
had potholes and the bus drivers had
no traffic sense. It was difficult to lead
the bikers who were here for the first
time.” For Karolis, it was his sixth
time in India and first time on a mo-
torcycle. “I was coming to India with
my family, I rang Deepak and asked
him if we could do a biking trip and
that’s how this happened,” he said.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 5

PRO TIP FROM A BIKER

Declan, who also teaches engineering, was in his 20s when he began riding. “Af-
ter | had children, I'd taken a break, thinking I'd start riding again after my retire-
ment. But 10 years ago, a dear friend didn’t turn up at work and when | learnt that
he'd died on the bathroom floor that morning, it hit me hard. | realised life is now,
not tomorrow when | retire. Four weeks later, | was on my motorcycle. Remember,
there is never a time. You will always find an excuse to not to do something. So
get out and just do it even if it doesn’t feel like the right time,” he said. Y
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Bikers
document
their pan
Indian
journey

Y conTnvD FRow PAGE T

Karolis added, “We used to wake up at
Sam every day and within 30 minutes,
we would be on our bike, on the road. We
got to taste different Indian food every
day. We also stopped by to see ancient
temples, churches and historical monu-
ments. Every evening, we met many bik-
ing enthusiasts who asked us a lot of
questions.”

In 2017, when Deepak was leading a
team of three and passing by the Pamir
Highway in Kyrgyzstan, he bumped into
Declan and invited him to visit India.
Since then, they have been'in touch.

ple to visit our incredible India,” he
beamed. His most recent adventure was
riding across the American continents,
covering 59,000km in 99 days, while lead-
ingateam of three. “Back in 1994, there
was no Google maps. So, the mode of
communication was the sign language
as we didn’t speak many of the region-
al languages. Travelling broadens your

‘Whenever I travel abroad, I invite peo- aCross

on his motorcycle, told us, “I rode from
Ireland to Alaska through all the Euro-

Mexico. I plan to ride Cape Town and
then to Ireland next year and this will
complete my around-the-world tour on
onemotorcycle. Last year, I attempted to
ride across the poles in Lake Baikal,
Siberia. It was a solo ride, with a 700km
stretch on ice. I attempted to break the
Gui but I failed di

international riders and attempt the
record again.” While Declan admitted to

ume of traffic and the style of driving;
it was chaotic. But after spending a week
on these roads, I picked up the Indian

nia), who travelled with these bikers to

' hy Jai

towards

Declan, who has covered 80 countries

their jour them in

ahappy frame.

jang during their

Kanyakumari ride
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ok the thrill of riding that keeps these five
n faces in the international

ity going after years spent

floor while shaving to go to

‘bathroom
work. On that day, | decided that life is
not about because who

.; it may never come to you," -
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*“1 was a topper in my college,”
But she broke her an-
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Online: Dt News Online
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Online: Chennai Views

Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=3na6BHTkn7w
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